
 

ABOUT THE LYRIC 

The Lyric is a playhouse for all.  We’re a shared civic space for artists and audiences: a creative 
hub for theatre-making; nurturing talent; and promoting the critical role of  arts in society.  We’re 
Northern Ireland’s only full-time producing professional theatre and always on the lookout for 
exciting new work.  We’re passionate about supporting and developing creative talent at all 
stages. 

NEW WORK OPEN CALL 2022 

We’re delighted to announce we’re now accepting submissions to make new work with us.  
Artists of  all backgrounds and all levels of  experience can apply whether you’ve completed a 
first draft of  your play or you’re still at the idea stage.  We’re accepting proposals from UK and 
RoI artists aged 18+ who are interested in making new work for theatre, but we’re open to what 
form that could take – it could be a live, site specific, audio, digital or hybrid experience.  As 
we’re based in Belfast, we’re prioritising submissions from Northern Irish or Northern Ireland 
resident artists.      

As part of  this open call, we’re also welcoming submissions for the next iteration of  our New 
Playwrights Programme. 

AVAILABLE SUPPORT 

We’re doing things a bit differently this year. 

We’re opening submissions to artists of  all levels of  experience and we’re inviting them to reflect 
on what kind of  support they would find most helpful at this stage of  their projects, at this stage 
of  their careers. 

We’re accepting submissions for our New Playwrights Programme (please see below for more 
information on this specific scheme) but we’re also offering a range of  other supports in order 
to benefit a wider range of  projects and a wider range of  artists. 

On the Submission Form you’ll be asked: “What do you need to develop your idea at this stage?” 
where we ask you to consider what specific support would be most helpful to get you to the next 
phase of  development for your project. 

This could be, but is not limited to: 
• Free space to write, devise or collaborate 
• A development day/rehearsed reading of  your play 
• Facilitated research – perhaps with an academic or an expert in a field that isn’t theatre 
• Facilitated mentorship – perhaps with a designer, a choreographer or other experienced 

theatre practitioner to explore how your idea could be developed 
• Written feedback or a conversation with a dramaturg 
• A seed commission to get your idea to a first draft/scratch presentation stage 
• New Playwrights Programme 



These development activities will take place from Spring 2022 to Spring/Summer 2023 and 
everyone involved will be paid at UK Theatre/Equity professional rates. 

NEW PLAYWRIGHTS PROGRAMME  

If  you’d like to be considered for the Lyric’s New Playwrights Programme let us know on the 
Submission Form.  The best place to indicate this is under the question: “What do you need to 
develop your idea at this stage?” 

This programme is of  most benefit to new or early career writers who’d like to work closely with 
a dramaturg on developing and redrafting their plays. 

The programme will take place over nine months from May 2022 to February 2023.   

The writers selected for the programme will be offered a range of  support, including: 
• £1,000 bursary to participate in the programme; 
• Regular feedback and one-to-one development meetings with the Literary Manager; 
• Free access to Lyric spaces for writing, where available; 
• The opportunity to work with an established director and professional actors to 

workshop their play; 
• A public rehearsed reading of  their new work at the end of  the programme. 

WHO CAN SUBMIT 
UK and RoI theatre makers at all levels of  experience, from all backgrounds.  

As our theatre is based in Belfast the Lyric will prioritise Northern Irish or Northern Ireland 
resident writers.  You must be over the age of  18 to submit (we support writers under the age of  
18 through our partnership with Fighting Words – please contact us if  you’d like to learn more). 

We particularly encourage submissions from artists who are currently under-represented in Irish 
and UK theatre. 

WHAT TO SUBMIT 

We’re looking for great storytelling which is compelling, original and relevant to the world we’re 
living in.   

You’ll need to submit four documents: 
• A 20 page extract of  your play OR a 2-4 page outline of  your idea  
• Your completed and signed Submission Form  
• Your completed Contact Form 
• Your completed Equal Opportunities Monitoring Form  

Alternatively, you can submit a video or audio file instead of  written documents.  We advise 
spending about five minutes outlining your idea and about five minutes responding to the 
questions asked in the Submission Form.  If  you’d like to submit in this way, please email 
rebeccamairs@lyrictheatre.co.uk for further guidance. 

The deadline for submissions is 12 noon on Monday 28th February 2022.  
HOW TO SUBMIT 

Should you have any queries about the below guidelines please contact the Literary Manager.  

mailto:rebeccamairs@lyrictheatre.co.uk


• All submissions should be made to the Lyric Theatre’s Literary Manager by email only:  
rebeccamairs@lyrictheatre.co.uk 

• You must complete and submit the Contact Form, Submission Form and EOM Form  
• Please also submit a 20 page extract from your play OR a 2-4 page outline 
• We can only accept one submission per person/team 
• Please ensure your application and extract/outline is clearly typed and formatted 

Guidance on formatting your script extract/outline: 
• Please include a title and a list of  characters at the start of  your writing sample/outline 
• Please do not put your name or contact details anywhere on your writing sample/outline 
• Pages should be numbered 
• 12pt font size in a legible font 
• Please submit all your documents in PDF or Word only  

The Lyric’s commitment: 
• The Lyric will acknowledge all submissions 
• All submissions will be read and considered in full by an experienced panel of  readers 
• All artists will receive a note of  feedback on their submission 
• All artists will be notified of  the outcome of  their submission by May 2022. 

The Lyric regrets that it cannot accept: 
• Poems, novels or short stories 
• Television, film or radio scripts which are not hybrid theatre/digital projects 
• Work that is currently being developed with another theatre company (although work 

that has received prior development support is acceptable) 
• Work that has already received, or currently programmed to receive, a full production 

Good luck and thank you for your submission! 
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